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This responds to the Office Action mailed August 2, 2004 in the above-identified 
application. Based on the following comments, reconsideration and allowance of the application 
are respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-6 are pending in the application. No claims have been amended. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1 and 4 under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 6 and 15 of U.S. Patent No. 
6,535,546 (Bethscheider et al.). Claims 2 and 5 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine 
of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 6 and 15 of 
Bethscheider et al in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,637,017 (Assal et al.). 

Enclosed herewith is a Terminal Disclaimer to obviate a double patenting rejection over a 
prior patent, with respect to U.S. Patent No. 6,536,546 (Bethscheider et al.). Based on the 
Terminal Disclaimer, withdrawal of the double patenting rejections is respectfully requested. 
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The present application and U.S. Patent No. 6,535,546 were initially assigned to Societe 
Europeene des Satellites S.A. A Change of Name to SES Astra S.A., covering the present 
application and U.S. Patent No. 6,535,546, was mailed to the USPTO for recording on July 20, 
2004. Accordingly, the present application and U.S. Patent No. 6,535,546 are commonly owned 
by SES Astra S.A. 

Claims 3 and 6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim but are 
indicated to be allowable if rewritten in independent form, including all the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. In view of the enclosed Terminal Disclaimer, claims 1-6 
should be in condition for allowance. 

CONCLUSION 

A Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. The Examiner is requested to call the 
undersigned at the telephone number listed below if this communication does not place the case 
in condition for allowance. 

If this response is not considered timely filed and if a request for an extension of time is 
otherwise absent, Applicant hereby requests any necessary extension of time. If there is a fee 
occasioned by this response, including an extension fee, that is not covered by an enclosed 
check, please charge any deficiency to Deposit Account No. 23/2825. 
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